BY JONATHAN B. COX
RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER

RALEIGH, N.C. — As James A. White noshed
fresh fruit and gourmet treats at Microsoft's cam
pus near Seattle last August, a friend was getting
his pink slip back in North Carolina

White learned in an e-mail message that his ac-
quaintance was laid off from a startup where he
wrote computer software code.

The friend had talent, but White knew he could
find work faster if he were versed in the latest
technology.

“I thought, wouldn't it be nice if I could teach
him all the stuff I'm learning,” said White, 37, a
software developer at SAS Institute in Cary, N.C.,
who was at Microsoft for training.

Arming him with such knowledge “would pro
vide ... an incredible job opportunity.”

That notion, enhanced by cups of coffee and a
few hours at a coffee shop morphed into a bigger
idea.

White decided to start a nonprofit agency
TechEngage, to help displaced software workers
improve their skills

It's a twist on the networking groups that have
popped up at churches and on e-mail Listservs.
mostly designed to help the unemployed get job
leads.

The organization intends to hold a series of
conferences to teach techies the latest Microsoft
SAS and Cisco products. It also hopes to arrange
job fairs at the session

Participants must pay a $95 registration fee.
used to cover costs to set up TechEngage and run
its Web site

“Ideally what we're trying to do. and I think
what differentiates us, is to give people an oppor
tunity to jump-start their career by starting them
off on a new track,” said White, who is running

TechEngage helping laid-off
workers improve job skills

People let go from companies such as
IBM or Nortel Networks should be
interested in the program.

TechEngage in his free time.

It also plans to help local charities by steering
cash and volunteers to them.

All attendees must donate $200 to the TechEn
gage foundation, which will help supply technical
gear to nonprofits, or give 40 hours of time to help
charities set up and improve systems.

The way White and the other nine people be
hind the organization see it, hundreds of people
let go from companies such as IBM or Nortel Net
works should be interested in the program.

Many are skilled in old or proprietary software
and need to improve coding skills to compete

“In today’s ever-changing world. if you don’t
have the most recent tools and skills in your back
pocket, your employability and marketability as
a resource becomes pretty limited,” said J. War

ren Fuson, 56, executive director of TechEngage
who was laid off from Nortel in October

White teamed up with Connie Marthinsen, a
training coordinator at SAS, the world’s biggest

privately held software company, to get the con

ference going

They persuaded SAS. Microsoft and training
companies such as Global Knowledge to donate
instructors and materials

They classroom got space in North Carolina
State, said Ellen Jane Baker. director of the

schoal's MBA Career Resource Center. who
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WeEKDAY LUNCH
SPECIALS

Ss 88
ROISSANT MELT*
UNA MELT*

LOAF SANDWICH*

ULLED HAM & CHEESE*

Tels

TRY OUR 8 oz
NEW YORK STEAK
FOR reakfast Or Dimmer

FOR EARLY BIRDS

Dinners (2 pm-6 pm)

BAR-B-QUE CHICKEN
’IFI?IY/\KI CHICKEN
"L

LIVER & ONIONS

MEAT LOAF
GROUND SIRLOIN

SPAGHETTI % Offer Good Through April 15th = & oo et )
. 726 Broadway 300 Five Cities Dr. RO’ ) C} S
L O Santa Maria, CA 93454 Pismo Bench, CA 93449 HARBROILED CHICKEN SA

( *served with fries or Potato Salad
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